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Green Bay school administra¬ 
tors expected parents to react 
emotionally when told their 
neighborhood schools might be 
closed. 

They were right. 

“Whitney School is a hell of a 
school from what I’ve been able ' 
to discover,” a father of a kinder¬ 
garten student said Monday 
night. "This is my first introduc¬ 
tion to the possible closing of 
Whitney and I’m very shaken by 
it all.” 

“It sounds like arbitrary, total¬ 
itarian tactics," said an angry fa¬ 
ther. "Boom! You close a school 
and that’s it.” 

“You’re fighting the parents,” 
complained another father. 
"You’re taking our schools away.” 

Green Bay school administra¬ 
tors Wednesday will recommend 
the closing of two elementary 
schools in June of 1979. The two 
schools will l>e chosen from 
among three near East Side 
schools: Whitney, located at 215 
N. Webster Ave.; Koosevelt, 1305 
E. Mason St.; and Howe, 525 S. 
Madison St. 

School officials say within a 
few months they will begin con¬ 
sidering the closing of a West 
Side elementary school, also in 
June. 


Robert Borucki, director of 
elementary education, spent three 
hours Monday night discussing 
the proposed closings with about 
60 parents and representatives of 
neighborhood organizations. 

The meeting was held at the 
Union Congregational Church, 
716 S. Madison St. — just two 
blocks from Howe School. 

Parents vowed to fight the 
c lasings. 

"We’re going to fight you 
tooth and nail to keep our old 
school,” said a father. 

"We have to get organized and 
apply the pressure,” urged an¬ 
other. 

Borucki admitted that recom 
mending school closings is a diffi¬ 
cult task. "You’ve got three 
groups of parents here (from 
Howe, Whitney and Roosevelt) 
who like their schools,” he said. 
“It’s tough to close a school.” 

The recommendation will be 
made to the School Board’s Prop¬ 
erty Committee Wednesday at 
City Hall. That committee meets 
immediately after the Purchasing 
and Finance Committee, which 
meets at 6:30 p.m. 

The board is expected to make 
a decision on school closings at its 
October meeting. 

Several parents left the meet¬ 
ing with the distinct impression 
that Whitney and Roosevelt were 


going to be the two schools closed. 

There are 683 students attend¬ 
ing those three schools and Howe, 
with a capacity of 575, is the only 
school large enough to handle 
mast of the other students. Whit¬ 
ney has a capacity of 350 and 
Roasevelt 300. 

Borucki told the parents that 
between 500 and 550 students 
would remain in the Howe-Roose- 
velt-Whitney attendance area, 
with the rest going to other 
nearby schools. 

He said Anne Sullivan School 
could accommodate another 75 to 
100 students, with possibly about 
60 more attending Nicolet. 

Borucki said he will recom¬ 
mend that the School Board hold 
open hearings before making a de¬ 
cision on school closings. 

Several parents, however, ex¬ 
pressed skepticism over whether 
the board would indeed hold the 
hearings. 

"1 think I can guarantee you 
there will be hearings,” said .Ju¬ 
dith Crain, the lone board mem¬ 
ber attending the meeting. 

That guarantee didn’t impress 
one outspoken parent. "Hearings 
like that are like going to a mili¬ 
tary court martial,” he said. 

Many parents appeared bitter 
over having "inner city” schools 
closed while the newer schools in 
the outlying areas remain open. 


They said they feel their schools 
are always getting shortchanged. 

. "This is becoming inner city 
versus the newer areas,” said 
Bonnie Block, 921 S. Madison St. 
"Our schools are paid for. The 
people are moving out and we’ve 
subsidized that move by paying 
for busing. They (some of the 
newer schools) have air-condi¬ 
tioning and swimming pools, 
some of the things we want for 
our children.” 

"We never get equal stuff,” 
said one woman. 

Borucki said older schools like 
Whitney, Howe and Roosevelt 
would need a lot of remodeling 
work if they remain open. 

"Not much money has been 
spent on those old schools in re¬ 
cent years and they’re still stand¬ 
ing,” a father retorted. "There 
still are a lot of parents who want 
their children in those old 
schools.” 

Factors considered by admin¬ 
istrators in recommending school 
closings include enrollment, the 
structural soundness of the build¬ 
ings, how the schools rate as edu¬ 
cational facilities and the accessi¬ 
bility of other schools to take the 
students from the schools being 
closed. 

Administrators have estimated 
a savings of $100,000 a year in the 
closing of an elementary school. 


Two of these three Green Bay elementary schools may be closed — 
upper left, Howe School, 525 S. Madison St; upper right Whitney 
School, 215 N. Webster Ave. and below, Roosevelt School, 1305 E. 
Mason St 















